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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Email: lanickerson@b2b2c.ca
Public Roundtable on Democratic Reform
Canadians Advocating Political Participation (formerly Canadians Against Proroguing Parliament) is hosting a Public Roundtable on Democratic Reform on November 11, 7 PM at the Adult Recreation Centre, 185 King Street South in Waterloo.  The event features guest speaker Carolyn Bennett, Opposition Critic for Democratic Reform and Fair Vote Canada National Advisory Board member. Participants will discuss and debate ways in which our democratic system could be reformed to bring more openness, honesty and accountability. 
“We are concerned about the degree to which Canadians have become cynical and disengaged from our political process”, says local CAPP organizer Jennifer Ross. “Voter turnout has taken a nosedive in the past 20 years, and the trend shows no signs of reversing. Many Canadians feel our Parliament is doing a poor job of representing their opinions and values. Yet in order for our Parliament to find creative solutions to the pressing problems facing our nation and our planet, we must reclaim our democracy through participation.”  
In January, thousands of ordinary Canadians, brought together through a Facebook group, rallied in cities across Canada against the prorogation of Parliament. The Facebook group remains active, with over 200,000 members and chapters across Canada working to continue engaging Canadians. The Roundtable is the third event this year for the local CAPP group, which packed the room for speakers on democracy building and a debate on strategic voting in the spring.
The event is free, non-partisan, open to anyone, and refreshments are provided. RSVP is recommended as the organizers wish the breakout groups to remain small enough to allow meaningful participation by all. 
###
If you would like more information, contact Jennifer Ross of CAPP at jenn@jenniferross.ca, or Anita Nickerson at 519-568-7655 or lanickerson@b2b2c.ca
