MAKE ONTARIO'S DEMOCRACY BETTER - WE CAN DO IT!

On October 10, 2007, Ontarians will vote in a referendum to bring more fairness to our voting system, where all voters are more equal, all votes count, election outcomes are fairer and governments represent the majority.

WHY WE NEED A FAIRER VOTING SYSTEM

Ontario currently uses a first-past-the-post voting system.  Under this system, a party can win just 40% of the votes, get 60% of the seats, and 100% of the power. Other parties get a lower percentage of seats than votes, and sometimes get no seats at all when they have a lot of support. The system ignores millions of votes, creates parliaments which don't represent the diversity of the population, and gives majority power to parties without majority support.

ONTARIO CITIZENS' ASSEMBLY AND THE REFERENDUM

Recognizing the need for democratic renewal, the Ontario government appointed the independent Citizens' Assembly on Electoral Reform. The Assembly was composed of one randomly-selected voter from each riding, with men and women being equally represented. The Assembly's mandate was to determine whether Ontario needs a new voting system. The government promised that any recommendation for a new system would be presented to voters in a binding referendum.  They have educational videos and a wealth of information online at http://www.citizensassembly.gov.on.ca/

OCTOBER 10 REFERENDUM ON A NEW VOTING SYSTEM

After seven months of intensive study and consultation, the Assembly recommended a mixed member proportional (MMP) voting system, similar to those used in New Zealand, Germany, Scotland and Wales.

[Note: The Students' Assembly on Electoral Reform engaged Ontario secondary school students in a parallel process. The Student Assembly also favoured the MMP system. You can find out more at http://www.studentsassembly.ca/]

MMP SYSTEM: ONE BALLOT, TWO VOTES

The MMP voting system allows each voter to cast two votes: one for a preferred local candidate and one for a preferred party.

Ontario would have 90 ridings. The riding seats would be filled as they are today, with voters casting votes for a single local candidate. But the legislature would also have an additional 39 at-large seats. To fill those seats, parties would nominate lists of candidates, some of whom would win seats depending on the portion of votes their party received. Each party would have the number, or portion, of seats its popular vote warrants -- not more, not less.

MORE CHOICE, EQUAL VOTES, FAIRER RESULTS

Not only does MMP make all voters equal, it also tends to produce legislatures with more women and visible minorities. Parties will find they win more party votes when their at-large candidate lists balance the number of women and men, and include minority candidates.

THE QUESTION

The referendum question on the ballot will be as follows (the 2nd choice is the new MMP system):

Which electoral system should Ontario use to elect members to the provincial legislature?/Quel système électoral l'Ontario devrait-il utiliser pour élire les députés provinciaux à l'Assemblée législative?

[  ] The existing electoral system (First-Past-the-Post)/L'actuel système électoral (système de la majorité relative)

[  ] The alternative electoral system proposed by the Citizens' Assembly (Mixed Member Proportional)/L'autre système électoral proposé par l'Assemblée des citoyens (système de représentation proportionnelle mixte) 

WINNING THE OCTOBER 10 REFERENDUM - WE NEED YOUR HELP 

A recent poll shows that 70% of Ontarians are not familiar with this proposal, and 51% haven't heard about it at all.  It's not clear how much education the government is going to do, so it's up to citizens to spread the word and start the debate about this historic choice. With your help, we can improve democracy in Ontario.

